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BLACKBURN LAKE NATURE RESERVE
- purchased 2013
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Blackburn Meadows Golf Club

● 9-hole organic                       ***no dogs
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AS OF 2017, 
OVER 1.5 
ACRES OF 
WETLAND 
AND UPLAND 
RESTORED 
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EXCAVATION

Photo Credit: Simon Henson
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EXCAVATION

Photo credit: Simon Henson
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Excavation

Photo credit: L Matthias
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PLANTING AND FENCING

Wetland restoration volunteers extraordinaire!
>10,000 plants from 55 species
Photo from www.saltspringconservancy.ca

- Fences 
within fences 
– extreme 
deer pressure
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MULCHING
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INVASIVE PLANT CONTROL
● English Holly

● Scotch Broom
● Himalayan Blackberry

● Yellow-Flag Iris
● Reed-canary Grass 

and other Grasses
● Thistle

● Foxglove
● Mullein
● etc etc 
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Yellow-Flag Iris

Before After
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WILDLIFE HABITAT ENHANCEMENT

*Beavers and Bats*
- 8 bat spp – highest on island
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New bat species recorded in Canada:
Brazilian Free-tailed Bat (Tadarida braziliensis)
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Northern Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora)
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Streambank restoration
USING ONLY WILLOW 

STAKES AND LEAF 
MULCH!
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MAKING A LIVING AS AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTRACTOR
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FUTURE IS BRIGHT!.....BUT WHO ARE WE?

*Environmental contractors?

*Restorationists? Restorers?

*Property Stewards? Environmental Steward?

*Environmental/Biology Consultants?

*Green-necks?
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Graduated Secondary School – 1988

Diploma in Recreation, Fish and Wildlife 
Technology, Selkirk College, Castlegar BC – 1997

BSc in Environmental Biology, University of Alberta, 
Edmonton – 2004

 MSc in Ecological Marine Management, Vrije 
Universitait Bruxelles, Belgium – 2009

NOT THE STANDARD PROFESSIONAL TRAJECTORY

● BUT: lots of other experiences that are helpful to being an 
environmental contractor:

*construction   *treeplanting, silviculture  *Grateful Dead  
*travelling   *volunteering    *technology and business 

training *ski mountain and park work

How did I get here?
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Becoming an Environmental Contractor

FIND YOUR NICHE:
*Concentrate on relationships within your 
community 

*Volunteer

*Stay true to your ideals

*Take courses – eg small business

*Go to conferences!
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OTHER COAST ALIVE SERVICES
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A Culture of Restoration: A Politics of 
Belonging

IS THE COOPERATIVE 
BUSINESS MODEL THE 
KEY? - pool resources, 
better security, ability to 
bid on larger projects – 
increase influence, 

make lasting 
change
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THANKS, AND 
HAVE A GREAT 
CONFERENCE!
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Some species-at-risk found at BLNR

Townsend’s Big-
eared Bat

Blue Dasher Common Woodnymph

Swamp Fingernail 
Clam

Barn 
Swallow

Northern Pygmy-
owl
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