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SAVE the DATE:
SER-SW 2019 Conference

Tucson, AZ

A CCEPT I NG A BST RA CT S!      

November 8-10 // ENR2 at U of A
We are planning 3 days of presentations, sessions

on special topics, and skill-sharing workshops!
Now is the time to submit abstracts, workshops,

special sessions.
​SPONSORSHIPS NOW OPEN

VI SI T  t he CONFERENCE WEBSI T E     

Welcome New Board Members!!

New Board Member for
California: Loralee Larios

Loralee Larios is an assistant professor of plant

ecology in the Department of Botany and Plant

Sciences, at University of California

Riverside.  She earned her Ph.D. in Environmental

Science, Policy and Management at the University

of California-Berkeley and has over 10 years of

experience w orking in California’s grasslands. Her

research links population and community ecology

to invasion biology and restoration ecology and

provides insights to how  environmental change

may inf luence plant invasions and ecosystem

management.

Link to Loralee's Lab Page

New Board Member for
Nevada: Scot t  A bella  

Scott Abella is an Assistant Professor in

Restoration Ecology w ith the School of Life

Sciences at the University of Nevada Las Vegas,

and ow ner of Natural Resource Conservation LLC,

https://sersw2019.wixsite.com/main
https://sersw2019.wixsite.com/main/sponsors
https://sersw2019.wixsite.com/main
https://llarios12.wixsite.com/lariosecology
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
http://www.ser.org/businessmembership
http://www.ser.org/joinorrenew


an international company dedicated to applied

conservation science and ecological

restoration.  He has expertise in ecological

restoration in several biomes, including deserts

internationally, eastern and w estern North

American forests, and prairie and savanna

ecosystems.  At UNLV, Scott teaches classes in

forest ecology, plant ecology, and restoration

ecology.  In 2015, he published the book

Conserving America’s National Parks,

corresponding w ith the 2016 Centennial of the

National Park Service. 

Link t o Scot t 's Lab Page  

Who else is on the SER-SW board? Click here!

NEWS

Mesquit e food forest s 
inst ead of concret e walls? 
"What border communities really need

are solutions to address economic,
health and climate problems — and the

mesquite tree can help."
-Gary Nabhan, Op Ed in The Revelator

Members of the Southwest
restoration community have
developed an idea that supports
healthy, functioning ecological
communities and along the
U.S./Mexico Border.

Follow the link to read more:
T HE MESQUI T E MA NI FEST O     

(Photo: Ken Bosma, CC BY 2.0)

Great er Phoenix Green
I nfrast ruct ure and LI D   

Handbook
For almost two decades,
Arizona has experienced
drought condit ions, raising
concerns about water
availability, use, and
conservat ion. The use of Green
Infrastructure and Low-
Impact-Design can provide
many benefits onsite and to
the surrounding communit ies.

FIND OUT MORE>> 
(Photo: phoenix.gov)

Managing Drought Webinar

Discussing research that provides

https://abellaappliedecologylab.wordpress.com/
https://chapter.ser.org/southwest/about/chapter-leadership/
https://chapter.ser.org/southwest/about/chapter-leadership/
https://therevelator.org/border-wall-mesquite/
https://sustainability.asu.edu/sustainable-cities/resources/lid-handbook/


insight into forest  management
pract ices that can best minimize
drought impacts for a range of
forest  types and climates in the U.S.
More I nformat ion  >>

Photo: casc.usgs.gov

Understanding Drought Legacy

New art icle in Nature discusses how
drought affects plant growth long
after the drought ends, and how
understanding these drought
legacy affects are crit ical to
modeling the global carbon cycle
and the affects of climate change.

Read t he art icle  >> Understanding how the legacy of drought(s) affect
vegetation communities might be key for pro-active
land management.

Phytophthoras , Invasive Plant  Pathogens, 
Raises A larm for those Restoring Nat ive Species 

Pathogen known to impact over 100 native species

Phy tophthoras are fungus like plant pathogens that hav e been found to harm  or kill m any

different nativ e, ornam ental and agricultural plant species across the U.S, including

California, Arizona and New Mexico. One of the m ost well-known diseases caused by

a Phytophthora is sudden oak death.    

Phy tophthoras hav e been found in nativ e plant nurseries and in outplanted
restoration sites in arid clim ates of southern California. No reliable testing in nativ e
nurseries or restoration sites in AZ and NM is known to hav e been com pleted to show if
Phy tophthoras are present.

 It is extrem ely  difficult to identify  if a plant is infested with Phytophthora by  v iewing

https://casc.usgs.gov/Bradford_forestdroughtresistance
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-39373-1


the abov e ground plant parts, howev er there are feasible m ethods for testing.

 Once a plant has been infested there are no known m ethods for rem ov ing
the Phytophthora without harm ing the plant. Since infections are often in the roots,
the soil associated with the plant m ay  harbor the pathogen ev en if the plant is
rem ov ed.

The best m ethod for lim iting the spread of Phy tophthoras in restoration areas is to
im plem ent best m anagem ent practices for Phytophthora sanitation in the nursery  and
to conduct testing to ensure restoration container stock is clean.

A few useful resources for more information:

calphytos.org, 
Phytophthora root rot

Nursery BMPs
Recent article

Please help by  sharing this information through networks and people inv olv ed in

restoration using nursery  transplants. Our climate is not too different from California

and there are plenty  of phy logenetically  closely  related plant species in Arizona that

can be impacted by  this pathogen. Once the pathogen is introduced into the

env ironment, eradication is difficult or impossible so prev ention is critical.

For m ore inform at ion on Phytophthoras,   
test ing,  and nursery/restorat ion BMP’s contact :      

Nick Wilhelmi nwilhelmi@usda.gov  
Katie VinZant kvinzant@fs.fed.us

For more information on how you can test  your
nursery stock for Phytophthora,

click here
*It's a fun test that involves a pear*

Photos: CA Oak Mortality Task Force

JOB BOARD

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

S ky I s land Al l iance i s  seeking a           
personable profess ional  wi t h a hunger       
for  solv ing big problems who lov es       
working in a col laborat i v e t eam set t i ng            
and i s  i nt erest ed in shaping t he fut ure of       
t he S ky I s lands. The Program Di rect or  wi l l        
play a cr i t i cal  role i n i nt egrat ing our              
div erse ini t iat i v es  i nt o a comprehens i v e             

http://calphytos.org/
http://phytosphere.com/onlinelist_soilphytophthoras.htm
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Restoration.Nsy_.Guidelines.final_.092216.pdf
https://news.berkeley.edu/2019/01/02/is-habitat-restoration-actually-killing-plants-in-the-california-wildlands/
mailto:nwilhelmi@usda.gov
mailto:kvinzant@fs.fed.us
http://phytosphere.com/BMPsnursery/testingshell.htm


Images: Sky Island Alliance

program t o help us  achiev e our       
s t rat egic plan. Thi s  i ncludes i nt egrat ing           
int ernat ional  i ni t iat i v es  i n Mexico.          

The pos i t ion i s  ful l -t ime exempt , based in        
Tucson, Ar i zona, wi t h a salary range of         
$50,000 – $57,000 based on exper ience.
Cons iderat ion of  appl icant s  wi l l  begin            
March 6 . The pos i t ion i s  open unt i l  f i l l ed.            
Link for more informat ion >>

RESTORATION
COORDINATOR

Grand Junct ion, CO
REW is seeking a creative and outgoing leader
to join their high functioning team to make
positive impacts on rivers in the West. The
candidate should be collaborative in nature and
possess strong project management and
technical and grant writing skills, as well as
broad knowledge of riparian and/or ecological
restoration. 

More I nformat ion  >>

Sant a Barbara Bot anic 
Garden
The Rare Plant Technician
assists with a wide range of
field, lab, and office work
support ing the inventory,
conservat ion, and restorat ion
of California’s flora and
ecological communit ies.

Link for more informat ion >>
Image: sbbg.org

Sant a Barbara Bot anic 
Garden
The Applied Ecologist  is
responsible for designing,
conducting, and
communicat ing fire and
restorat ion ecology research
and implementat ion.

Link for more informat ion >>
Image: sbbg.org

Botany on the Border: Paid
Internship with the Borderlands

https://www.skyislandalliance.org/about-us/jobs/
https://riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/files/2019_Restoration Coordinator.pdf
https://www.sbbg.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/getinvolved/Rare Plant Technician job description 2019.pdf
https://www.sbbg.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/getinvolved/2018-0X Fire Ecologist for posting.pdf


Restoration Network

Link  to  learn m ore and apply     >>

Searching for a job in restoration? Check it  out!

SER
JOB BOARD

Diversity Joint
Venture
​Job Board

TRAINING & EVENTS

Canyon Country
Restoration Workgroup

For researchers, pract it ioners, and
managers in Southern Utah:

March 19 at 3pm.

MEET I NG FLY ER   >>

Native Plant Workshops

California Native Plant Society’s plant
science training workshops provide
botanists, biologists, ecologists, and others
the scientific skills and practical experience
necessary to assess, manage, and protect
native plants and lands in California and
beyond. Small classes offer hands-on
learning from field-leading experts in both
the classroom and field.
 
Detai l s & regist rat ion are av ai lable      
now  for al l  2019 w orkshops.   

LI NK T O MORE I NFORMA T I ON     

https://www.borderlandsrestoration.org/job-opportunities.html
https://jobs.ser.org/
https://jobs.ser.org/
https://diversityinconservationjobs.org/
https://diversityinconservationjobs.org/
https://6zvjw1i9d632in9ii1izgap9-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/southwest/files/2019/02/SERSW_CanyonCountryWorkingGroup.pdf
https://www.cnps.org/education/workshops


M ark your calendars: April  25-28, 2019 
Learn more>>

2019 Southw estern Tr ibal  C l im ate Change Sum m it       
The 2019 Summit provides an opportunity to come together,
focus on climate strategies and solutions, and advance
Tribal resilience efforts throughout the Southwest and North
America. This Summit will be an interactive leadership-style
retreat with small group breakout sessions, plenary style
presentations on Tribal case studies, and a powerful climate
training opportunity for student ambassadors on
​August 13-16, 2019 in Idyllwild, CA.
Applications are due by March 31. Learn m ore >>   

https://verderiver.org/birding-festival/
http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/tcc/Training/confr_stccs


Want to add something to the next newsletter?
Email
Websit e

Connect with
us

 ​  ​  ​

mailto:president@sersw.org
https://chapter.ser.org/southwest/
https://www.facebook.com/SERSW/
https://twitter.com/ser_southwest
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO8ci8At7ewrzmOmAFvKg0g

