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European Union takes bold and pioneering steps to restore our nature and safeguard the

well-being of European citizens

Brussels, 27/02/2024 – the European Chapter of the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER-Europe),

a dynamic network of more than 500 scientific and expert practitioner members across Europe

applauds the adoption of the EU Regulation on Nature Restoration (Nature Restoration Law, NRL) by

the European Parliament today. This globally unique and forward-thinking law takes bold and

proactive steps to tackle the challenges of biodiversity loss, climate change, and ecosystem

degradation through ecosystem and ecological restoration. Bound by broad ambitions and legally

binding targets enshrined in the law the Member States are poised to take significant steps forward

in our collective commitment to mending our broken ties with nature.

“This EU Regulation is a significant milestone in the global effort to combat climate change and

protect biodiversity. Nature restoration not only enhances the resilience of ecosystems but also

contributes to the well-being of humanity and life on Earth.” said Bethanie Walder, CEO of the Society

for Ecological Restoration, International.

The strengths of the EU Nature Restoration Regulation include:

1. Legally binding and measurable targets to restore 20% of land and marine ecosystems in the EU

by 2030 and to restore all ecosystems in need of restoration by 2050.

2. A holistic approach emphasizing the importance of nature-based solutions to climate challenges,

environmental degradation, and environmental risks (drought, extreme temperatures, wildfires,

flooding), in an integrated way.

3. Active involvement and collaboration among societal actors who manage land and seas, including

farmers, forest owners, local authorities, businesses, NGOs, and local communities. This inclusive
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approach is vital for the successful implementation of nature restoration initiatives that benefits both

nature and people.

4. Financial support from public and private sources to facilitate the transition to more sustainable

practices and achievement of restoration goals.

5. National Nature Restoration Plans will be adopted by the Member States within two years to start

delivering systematically the required measures on their territory. SER-E calls for these plans both to

be grounded on a participatory process for societal engagement, and to be standards- and evidence-

based to improve the likelihood of success.

Scientists, environmental organizations and more than 1 million concerned citizens had rallied

behind the proposed regulation, calling for urgent, decisive action.

Jordi Cortina-Segarra, Chair of the Board of SER-Europe said, “Despite adopting a far less ambitious

regulation than the original proposal by the European Commission and faced with a controversial

opposition campaign, the EU legislators have understood the urgency for restoration as a solution for

the climate and biodiversity crises. Many critics of the Regulation miss the point: nature restoration

means taking care of the future of agriculture, access to clean water and livable cities, not the

opposite”.

As a dedicated advocate for environmental conservation and restoration, SER Europe remains

committed to supporting the implementation of the EU Nature Restoration Regulation. We look

forward to collaborating with like-minded organizations, governments, and communities to ensure

the success of the Regulation's objectives.
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For media inquiries, please contact:

Jordi Cortina-Segarra
Professor/Chair SER Europe
University of Alicante
Tel: +34 693258878

Kris Decleer
Senior researcher / Science-Policy interface SER
Europe, Flemish Research Institute for Nature
and Forest; Tel: +32 476 50 50 11

An Cliquet
Professor of Environmental Law
Ghent University
Chair SERE Legal Working Group
Tel: +32 476 80 15 57

About SER-Europe:

The European Chapter of the Society for Ecological Restoration (SER-Europe) is a network of

scientists and practitioners taking action for nature. Our Mission is to advance the science, practice,

and policy of ecological restoration to sustain biodiversity, improve resilience in a changing climate,

and re-establish an ecologically healthy relationship between nature and culture

Join SER-Europe and global policy experts for an in-depth discussion on the NRL on 7 May:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2717089708235/WN_3C5kmwiATkemC_xAyNmv_Q
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KEY MESSAGES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA

Key messages about the Nature Restoration Law (NRL)

1 First in the world example of binding legislation that takes a proactive approach to restoration
(e.g., restoration obligations are broader than compensation related to new degradation).

2 NRL is good for biodiversity, climate, farmers and the economy, contributing to citizens’
wellbeing.

3 Pioneering legislation that recognizes that biodiversity objectives cannot be met with
conservation alone, and that conservation and restoration together (also combined with
sustainable use) are required to achieve global biodiversity objectives.

4 Exemplary contribution to the GBF and UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration.

5 NRL complements ongoing efforts to protect and enhance nature by boosting European
commitments to restore degraded lands and seas.

6 SER-E is uniquely positioned to contribute to the NRL’s implementation with its Standards for
the practice of ecological restoration, encompassing knowledge, experience and best practice
across the EU to reduce uncertainty and increase effectiveness of outcomes and therefore
maximize returns on investments in restoration.

7 Nature restoration is a key course of action to solving the dual biodiversity and climate crises
while also improving social and economic capital.

8 Restoration and farming are not in conflict, but mutually supportive. For example, soil
restoration can lead to increased agricultural yields; emerging regenerative approaches to
agriculture can restore soils and increase soil carbon sequestration while simultaneously
producing valued products.

9 National Restoration Plans will take advantage of the flexibility of the NRL to adapt restoration
programs to the specific socio-ecological context of each Member State.

10 Ecological restoration is a participatory activity that recognizes and rebuilds a reciprocal and
mutually beneficial relationship between people and nature. Numerous international
mechanisms, including the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration and the IPBES have elevated
the need for transformative change in the human/nature relationship in order to reverse the
biodiversity and climate crises.
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