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WELCOME 
 

Time flies!  It is now the Second Annual Chapter Meeting while the Chapter still holds a 
vivid memory of the successful inaugural meeting last year.  During the past decades, 
ecological restoration has become an essential and primary tool for conservation of 
biological resources and for the sustainable connection between the human and the 
nature.  However, our restoration efforts face increasingly difficult challenges to guide 
the development restored ecosystems that are adaptable and sustainable in a changing 
environment.  In this meeting, we will explore how past restoration efforts influenced the 
present environment and how present restoration will shape the future environment of 
the Midwestern United States.  We are very excited by this opportunity of legacies and 
newcomers in ecological restoration.  It is particularly thrilling to have this gathering in 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum, the “birth-place” of ecological 
restoration.  With its 75-year history, the Arboretum will undoubtedly be a learning forum 
for us to reflect the past, examine the present, and look forward the future of ecological 
restoration in the region.  Welcome and enjoy! 
 

 
2010 ANNUAL MEETING SUBCOMMITEE 

 
The Chapter would like to extend its sincere appreciation to the members of the Annual 
Meeting Committee for their time and effort in coordinating and developing the Second 
Annual Chapter Meeting of the Midwest-Great Lakes SER Chapter 
 
Young Choi (Chairperson), David Benson, Hua Chen, Cody Fleece, Jennifer Lyndall, 
Katie Martin, Pamela Rice, Rocky Smiley 
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We are very grateful to the support provided by our generous meeting sponsors that 
enabled us to hold a sponsorship reception, support student participation, defrayed food 
costs, and to help us make our Annual Meeting as environmentally friendly as possible.   
Staff of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum assisted greatly with the 
planning the meeting and we greatly appreciate their contributions.  We are also 
thankful for the participation of the meeting presenters, moderators, tour leaders, 
volunteers, and attendees for making our second Annual Chapter Meeting a success.  

 
 

SPONSORSHIP RECEPTION - A TASTE OF WISCONSIN 
 

Enjoy locally brewed Wisconsin beer, Wisconsin wine, and a variety of Wisconsin 
cheeses while examining poster presentations, viewing sponsorship exhibits, and 
socializing with colleagues.   
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SCHEDULE 
Friday April 9, 2010 
12:00 – 7:00 pm    Registration in lobby 
1:00 – 7:15 pm Sponsorship Exhibits 
1:00  - 3:00 pm  Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Plenary Session in Auditorium 
3:00 – 3:15 pm Break in lobby 
3:15 – 5:15 pm Workshops:  1) How to Design Natural Channels Using Principles 

of Geomorphology (Classroom #1)  and 2) High-Resolution Multi-
Spectral  Aerial Imaging as a Tool for Restoration Planning 
(Classroom #2) 

5:15 – 7:15 pm Poster Session and Sponsorship Reception in lobby 
7:15 – 9:30 pm Welcoming Comments, Dinner, and Keynote Presentation in 

Auditorium 
   7:15 pm   Dr. Rocky Smiley, Midwest-Great Lakes SER Chapter 

7:20 pm   Dr. Kevin McSweeney, Director, University of Wisconsin-
Madison Arboretum  
8:30 pm   Dr. Joy Zedler, Professor of Botany and Aldo Leopold 
Chair in Restoration Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  Restoration Targets Are Changing.    

 
Saturday April 10, 2010  
7:00 – 10:30 am  Registration in lobby 
7:00 – 3:00 pm Sponsorship Exhibits 
7:30 – 8:00 am Breakfast in lobby 
8:00 – 9:00 am  Business meeting in Auditorium 
9:00  – 10:30 am  Concurrent Oral Presentation Sessions in Auditorium, Classroom 

#1, and Classroom #2 
10:30 – 10:45 am  Break in lobby 
10:45 – 12:30 pm  Concurrent Oral Presentation Sessions in Auditorium, Classroom 

#1, and Classroom #2 
12:30 – 12:45 pm Break in lobby 
12:45  – 1:45 pm   Lunch, Awards Ceremony, SER Board Report in Auditorium 
1:45  – 2:45 pm University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum Plenary Session in 

Auditorium 
2:45 – 3:00 pm Break 
3:00 – 5:30 pm Walking Tours of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum  
* All times are central standard times 



 

SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 
Friday April 9     
 Lobby Auditorium Classroom I Classroom II 
12:00– 7:00 pm Registration    
1:00  – 7:15 pm Sponsorship 

Exhibits 
   

1:00 – 3:00 pm  Great Lakes 
Restoration 

Initiative Plenary 
Session 

  

3:00 – 3:15 pm       Break    
3:15 – 5:15 pm   Workshop #1 

Natural Channel 
Design 

Workshop #2 
Multi-Spectral Aerial 

Imagery 
5:15 to 7:15 pm Poster 

Session and 
Sponsorship 
Reception 

   

7:15 – 7:30 pm  Welcoming 
Comments 

  

7:30 – 8:30 pm  Dinner   
8:30 – 9:30 pm  Keynote Address   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday April 10     
 Lobby Auditorium Classroom I Classroom II 
7:00 – 10:30 am Registration     
7:00 – 3:00 pm Sponsorship 

Exhibits 
   

7:30 – 8:00 am  Breakfast   
8:00 – 9:00 am  Business Meeting   
9:00 – 10:30 am  Wetlands I Streams, Rivers & 

Watersheds 
Grasslands & 
Savannas I 

10:30 – 10:45 am        Break    
10:45 – 12:30 pm  Wetlands II Forests & 

Woodlands 
Grasslands & 
Savannas II 

12:30 – 12:45 pm        Break    
12:45 to 1:45 pm  Lunch, Awards, SER 

Board Report 
  

1:45 – 2:45 pm  Arboretum Plenary 
Presentation 

  

2:45 – 3:00 pm        Break    
3:00 – 5:30 pm Arboretum Tour 



 

GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE PLENARY 
SESSION – FRIDAY APRIL 9, 2010 

 

John Iliff 1, Todd Hogrefe 2, Amy McGovern 3, and Karen Rodriguez 4 
1National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Silver Spring, Maryland 

2 National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Ft. Snelling, Minnesota. 
3 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chicago, Illinois. 

4 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Chicago, Illinois. 
 

GREAT LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE: BEST 
PRACTICES FOR DEVELOPING STRONG “SHOVEL READY” 

HABITAT RESTORATION PROPOSALS 
 
Abstract:  In these difficult economic times receiving notice that a proposal for a critical 
project will not be funded is at best a terrible disappointment.  What did the funder see 
about your proposal that caused it to end up in the do not fund pile?  What does a 
successful proposal look like?  From a funder’s point of view, the proposal is the 
funder’s window to your world—the problem you want to resolve, the place you are 
restoring, the activities you will be doing, and the people who do the work.  The story 
you tell in several pages needs to engage and inspire trust and confidence in your 
ability to assess a problem and fix it.  An opportunity for grant funding through the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative is underway—you need to be ready with a well written, well 
directed proposal.  In this session a panel of funders from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will bring you up-to-date on 
the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and a number of grant opportunities that are 
available as well as give you advice on writing a great grant proposal—not fair, not 
adequate, but great!  The people on this panel have years of reading thousands of grant 
proposals and this expertise will be distilled into a helpful session. 
 
 
 

WORKSHOPS - FRIDAY APRIL 9, 2010 
 

Scott Peyton 

Stantec Consulting, Cincinnati, Ohio  
 

HOW TO DESIGN NATURAL CHANNELS USING PRINCIPLES 
OF GEOMORPHOLOGY 

 
Abstract:  The design of streams using natural channel design methods is a complex 
process relying heavily on the use of field measurements.  In order to properly design a 
stream, the designer must understand and measure geomorphic parameters within the 
project reach, have a thorough understanding of the watershed, and must verify that the 
designed stream will transport sediment without significant aggradation or downcutting 



 

of the existing channel bed.    A popular method for designing natural stream channels 
consists of measuring geomorphic parameters from a reference reach and then 
applying the reference reach parameters to the design reach through the use of 
dimensionless ratios.  This course will provide an overview of stream restoration and will 
focus on the procedures necessary to design a stream using Natural Channel Design 
techniques.  Participants will:  1) learn the basic design process for developing a natural 
channel design using a geomorphic approach; 2) develop an understanding of how to 
identify streams with high restoration potential that will be cost effective to restore; 3) 
learn how to manage a stream restoration design and what deliverables are necessary 
to ensure that proper design techniques were followed; and 4) learn how to reduce 
project costs, while increasing stream function and diversity.  The workshop will review 
basic geomorphic principles, discuss stream classification and channel evolution 
models, describe diagnostic studies and design processes, and illustrate common 
stream restoration techniques.   
 
 

 
Lisa Brush 1  and Steve Apfelbaum 2 
1Stewardship Network, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

2 Applied Ecological Services, Brodhead, Wisconsin 
 

HIGH-RESOLUTION MULTI-SPECTRAL AERIAL IMAGING AS 
A TOOL FOR RESTORATION PLANNING 

 
Abstract:  Using specialized aircraft, state-of-the-art digital photography equipment and 
high-powered data management technology, multispectral aerial imagery can provide 
very-high-resolution digital photographs of large land areas quickly and cost-effectively.  
Multi-spectral imaging can assist with other tasks such as: 1) very-high-resolution 
measurements of habitat conditions; 2) identifying the presence and extent of invasive 
species, native plants, and threatened plant species; 3) helping evaluate the 
effectiveness of invasive species control efforts; 4) identifying drain-tile fields for 
mapping required by hydrology restoration initiatives; 5) tracking point- and non-point 
source contaminant entries in wetlands, streams and coastal areas; 6) documenting 
baseline conditions of key natural areas and monitor restoration and management 
performance; and 7) informing restoration and management planning by enabling 
comparison of the conditions of known quality and/or degraded sites, including but not 
limited to Areas of Concern (AOC).  Aerial photography can be done at reasonable 
costs to provide very relevant and extraordinarily detailed data to assist land trusts, 
governmental units, private property owners, and businesses in managing their lands 
and any easements they may hold.   New advances in software and hardware 
associated with aerial photography can provide such data very efficiently.  The 
opportunities for using these advances to assist in managing natural lands is just 
beginning to be explored, but already many new applications have been developed. 
 
 



 

Poster Session - Friday April 9, 2010 (5:15 – 7:15 PM) 
POSTER AUTHOR TITLE 

#1 Priscilla Nyamai, Charles Goebel, 
David Hix, & Gregory Corace 

Disturbance and environmental influences on 
regeneration layer dynamics of mixed-pine forest 
ecosystems of Upper Michigan, USA 

#2 Katherine Martin, David Hix & 
Charles Goebel 

Establishment of reference plant communities for 
forest ecosystems of the Unglaciated Allegheny 
Plateau 

#3 Peter Smiley & Barry Allred Differences in fish, amphibian, and reptile 
communities within wetland created by an agricultural 
water recycling system in northwestern Ohio 

#4 David Benson The effects of restoring an historic restoration 
#5 Paul Grabowski, Geoffrey Morris & 

Justin Borevitz 
Genetic diversity of grasses in natural and restored 
habitats 

#6 Robert Roos, Todd Aschenbach & 
Carolynn Henne 

A Michigan sand prairie restoration experiment: 
design and pre-restoration conditions 

#7 Christy Troxell & Amy McEuen Early assessment of composition and floristic quality 
of tallgrass prairie restorations at the Emiquon 
Preserve, Illinois 

#8 Michael Lemke, Maria Lemke, Doug 
Blodgett, Jennifer Clarke & Keith 
Miller 

The Emiquon Preserve: restoration of an Illinois River 
Floodplain 

#9 Doyn Kellerhals & Michael Lemke Bacterial communities change on decomposing silver 
maple (Acer saccharinum) leaves from Illinois River 
floodplain habitats 

#10 Maria Lemke, Krista Kirkham, Tim 
Lindenbaum, William Perry, Elias 
Bekele, Yangqing Lian, Michael 
Wallace & David Kovacic 

Evaluating practices to mitigate nutrient transport in a 
tile-drained subwatershed of the Mackinaw River, 
Illinois 

#11 Aaron Steber Kent Creek stream restoration 
#12 Stacey Blersch, Bernadette 

Clabeaux, Nathan Drag, Michael 
Habberfield, Shannon Seneca, David 
Blersch & Alan Rabideau 

Interdisciplinary education for restoring planning: a 
practicum exercise to develop restoration options for 
remnant oxbow wetlands in Buffalo, New York 

#13 Paul Cigan The role of university-based conservation 
organization in environmental monitoring and 
community outreach: a case study in Karner blue 
butterfly habitat restoration 

#14 Steve Glass, Mrill Ingram, Mark 
Wegener, Marian Farrior & Brad 
Herrick 

The worms, the plants, and the people – 
incorporating human impacts into restoration 
planning at the University of Wisconsin Arboretum 

#15 Judith Kingsbury, Marian Farrior & 
Molly Murray 

The evolution of an ecological restoration volunteer 
program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION – FRIDAY APRIL 9, 2010 
 

Joy Zedler 
 

Professor of Botany and Aldo Leopold Chair in Restoration Ecology at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
RESTORATION TARGETS ARE CHANGING 

 
Abstract:   Much has been said about what our ecological restoration targets should and 
should not be, but no one asked my opinion until SER-MWGL requested this talk.  With a 
wealth of literature available and no time to read it, my review of historical, current, and 
futuristic restoration targets promises to be superficial, biased, and limited to personal 
experience.  But preliminary data indicate that if the after-dinner time slot is also an after-
drinking slot, few will notice. To test the hypothesis that targets are changing, I will talk and 
show slides, including words, graphs and photos, aiming to keep most of the audience awake 
most of the time.  All those who snooze all of the time will be unlikely to ask appropriate 
questions, although their comments will still be welcome at this festive occasion, namely, the 
emergence of a new SER chapter and visit to the birthplace of restoration ecology.  Readers 
of this abstract who would like to contribute advance opinions about how targets are 
changing are invited to use my email address.  If I don’t get help in advance, I might need to 
call for input at the banquet, and wouldn’t that be embarrassing for those who aren’t so alert 
after a fulfilling Wisconsin meal?  I look forward to this occasion, which is part of the 
Arboretum’s 75th anniversary celebration!  Please come and enjoy! 

 
 
Dr. Joy Zedler is Professor of Botany and Aldo Leopold Chair in Restoration Ecology at 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She earned both Ph.D. (1968) and MS (1966) degrees 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  She is among the leading restoration ecologists in 
the nation and the world.  Her research interests include, but are not limited to, re-
establishment of rare plants, interactions of native and exotic species, and adaptive 
management.  Most recently her work focuses on sedge meadow and understanding how 
hydrological disturbances shift native vegetation toward reed canary grass (Phalaris 
arundinacea) and hybrid cattails (Typha x glauca) and identifying effective methods for 
restoration of biodiversity.  She also led research projects in southern California, emphasizing 
the effects of topographic heterogeneity on salt marsh structure and functions and the effects 
of biotic diversity on ecosystem function.  Her work has led to a world-wide recognition along 
with countless number of publications in numerous top-impact journals and books.  She is 
also an ardent educator.  She has mentored more than 24 graduate students (MS and PhD) 
and countless undergraduate students.  In addition, her tireless service, through public 
lectures and participation to numerous professional, civil, and governmental organizations 
has contributed tremendously to increase awareness of issues involving ecological 
conservation and restoration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SATURDAY APRIL 10, 2010 
 

Oral Presentation Session #1A: Wetlands I                  
Auditorium  9:00 am – 10:30 am  
Moderator: Robert Grese 

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
9:00-9:15 Nadilia Gomez-

Roboteaux & Robert 
Venette 

Reed canary grass: earlier notions and future 
challenges 

9:15-9:30 Beth Lawrence & Joy 
Zedler 

Restoring wetland structure and function: 
hydroperiod and nutrient manipulation accelerates 
tussock formation 

9:30-9:45 Jeffery Matthews & Greg 
Spyreas 

Convergence and divergence in the successional 
trajectories of Illinois restored wetlands 

9:45-10:00 Nicole Staskowski Restoration conversion of boreal forest wetlands in 
Superior, Wisconsin 

10:00-10:15 John Richardson & Dan 
Salas 

Stream daylighting and restoration in the Indian 
Dunes State Park and National Lakeshore 

10:15-10:30 Hua Chen Soil organic carbon (SOC) storage in two restored 
wetlands in Illinois 

 
 

Oral Presentation Session #1B: Wetlands II 
Auditorium  10:45 am – 12:15 pm  
Moderator: Steve Thomforde 

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
10:45-11:00 Steve Thomforde & Peter 

Allen 
Beyond community ecology: restoration focused 
on ecosystem function increase diversity and 
services as a model for the 21st century 

11:00-11:15 Peter Ziegler Ecosystem based approach to wetland restoration 
that fits into the landscape 

11:15-11:30 Peter Ziegler Cross contour floodplain and wetland restorations 
restore self sustaining ecosystems 

11:30-11:45 Robert Hansis & 
Jeremiah Yahn 

Wetland exposed – flood plain restoration along 
the east branch of the Pecatonica River, 
Wisconsin 

11:45-12:00 Andrew Kozich Measure of successful wetland restoration: an 
examination of policies and ecology in northern 
Michigan 

12:00-12:15 Chadwick Appleman Restoring northern Indiana wetlands to benefit 
lakes 

 
 
 



 

Oral paper Session #2A:  Streams, Rivers & Watersheds 
Classroom #1  9:00 am – 10:30 am  
Moderator:  Robert Barr  

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
9:00-9:15 Robert Barr, Lenore 

Tedesco & Bob Hall 
Developing naturalization goals for highly 
modified urban watersheds, Indianapolis, IN 

9:15-9:30 Ivette Bolender & Suzanne 
Hoehne 

Big Creek watershed storm water management 
improvement, Cleveland, Ohio (case study) 

9:30-9:45 Scott Peyton & Michael 
Enright 

Low dam removal on the Stillwater River at 
Englewood Metro Park 

9:45-10:00 Scott Peyton Tributary to Mill Creek stream restoration 
10:00-10:15 Brian Carlson, Doug 

Pearsall, Patrick Doran, 
Tina Hall & Jon Fosgitt 

Restoration of northern hardwood forests in the 
Two Hearted River watershed of Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula 

10:15-10:30 Daniel Cook & Geof Parish Hydrological and habitat enhancement to a 
recharge area a mean of accomplishing wetland 
restoration 

 
 

Oral paper Session #2B:  Forests & Woodlands 
Classroom #1  10:45 am - 12:30 pm  
Moderator:  Katherine Martin 

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
10:45-11:00 Brice Hanberry, Hong He, 

John Kabrick, Dan Dey, Brian 
Palik & Shawn Fraver 

Historical tree species distribution in the 
Laurentian Mixed Forest province of 
northeastern Minnesota 

11:00-11:15 Scott Kobal & Wayne Lampa Long-term monitoring of biodiversity under 
variable cover regimes 

11:15-11:30 Daniel Larkin, James Steffen 
& Rachel Hesselink 

Effects of Rhamnus catharica (common 
buckthorn) invasion and woodland restoration 
on plant diversity and carbon-storage services 

11:30-11:45 Laura Phillips-Mao Garlic mustard (Allaria petiolata) invasion & 
impacts: implications for management & 
restoration 

11:45-12:00 Jenise Bauman, Carolyn 
Keiffer, Brian McCarthy & 
Shiv Hiremath 

Microbial interactions and their influence on 
establishing American chestnut (Castenea 
dentate) seedlings in Ohio coal mine 
reclamation 

12:00-12:15 Jason Ryndock, Gail 
Stratton & Marjorie Holland 

The impact of woodland restoration on the 
spider community of an upland deciduous 
forest in northern Mississippi 

12:15-12:30 Jim Bennet, Charles Goebel, 
Eric Toman, David Hix & 
Robyn Wilson 

Developing a fire science network for the 
northern lake states 



 

Oral paper Session #3A:  Grasslands & Savannas I 
Classroom #2  9:00 am – 10:30 am  
Moderator:  John Shuey 

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
9:00-9:15 John Shuey Restoring the prairie barrens mosaic at Prairie 

Border/Tefft Savanna, Jasper County, Indiana 
9:15-9:30 Nicole Cavender, Nina 

Sengupta & Shana Byrd 
“Back” to paradise? 

9:30-9:45 Nina Sengupta, Nicole 
Cavender & Shana Byrd 

Preparing to transition from carbon-extracting 
past to a carbon-sequestering future through 
ecological restoration of high-diversity prairie on 
mine land 

9:45-10:00 Bradley Herrick, Stephen 
Glass & Christopher 
Kucharik 

Climate change and ecological restoration at the 
University of Wisconsin – Madison Arboretum 

10:00-10:15 Terry Guen Next generation paradigms for ecological 
restoration: student GIS-based analysis and 
planning for Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
Site, Joliet, Illinois 

10:15-10:30 Brian Russart Conservation amongst the concrete: building a 
natural area program from the ground up within 
Wisconsin’s largest gathering of humanity 
 

Oral paper Session #2B:  Grasslands & Savannas II 
Classroom #2  10:45 am - 12:30 pm  
Moderator:  Geoffrey Morris 

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
10:45-11:00 Abbie Schrotenboer & 

Carolyn Malmstrom 
Bringing native plants into cultivation for 
restoration: an example of domesticating nature? 

11:00-11:15 Paul Bollinger, Valerie 
Jakobi & Dennis Dreher 

Baseline data collection for CICN Dolomite Prairie 
Enhancement Project, Will County, Illinois 

11:15-11:30 Eric Bird & Young Choi Development of a restored prairie vegetation in 
Taltree Arboretum, Valparaiso, Indiana 

11:30-11:45 Geoffrey Morris, Paul 
Grabowski, Justin Borevitz 
& Michael Miller 

Effects of ecotypic diversity on establishment of 
reconstructed native grasslands and outputs of 
ecosystem services 

11:45-12:00 Corey Kapolka & Neil 
MacDonald 

First-year site preparation and hand-pulling 
effects on spotted knapweed control on a 
knapweed-infested site in western Michigan 

12:00-12:15 Susan Kilmer Legacy of small scale adaptations in large scale 
restoration: the effects of seed dormancy on 
species composition within a community 

12:15-12:30 Justin Ramey & Amy 
McEuen 

Seed limitation in an establishing tall-grass prairie 



 

 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON ARBORETUM PLENARY 

SESSION – SATURDAY APRIL 10, 2010 
 

This special plenary session consists of three presentations by 
Arboretum staff that will discuss the history of the Arboretum, land use 
analysis of the Arboretum and development of an interactive map, 
and an educational outreach program.   

 
Auditorium  1:45 pm – 2:45 pm  
Moderator:  Young Choi   

TIME AUTHORS TITLE 
1:45 - 2:05 pm Kevin McSweeney       

Director 
Arboretum history 

2:05 - 2:25 pm Mark Wegener             
Database and 
Instrumentation 
Technician  

Taking stock of Arboretum 
lands and an overview of the 
Arboretum’s new interactive 
map with emphasis on land 
map layers (soils, elevation, 
etc.) 

2:25 – 2:45 pm Cheryl Bauer-
Armstrong,  Earth 
Partnership for 
Schools Manager, and 
Rick Hall, Earth 
Partnership for 
Schools Outreach 
Specialist 

Earth Partnership for Schools 
Program 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Photo Credits: Molly FiField Murray University of Wisconsin Regents 



 

WALKING TOURS OF THE ARBORETUM 
3:00 PM TO 5:30 PM SATURDAY APRIL 10, 2010 

 

Come dressed for the weather and easy to moderate walking.  Meeting attendees will have a choice 
of participating in two of three shorter tours (i.e., Tours A, B, C) that will each last an hour and 15 
minutes or one long tour of the Grady Tract/Greene Prairie (Tour D).  All tours will end at the 
Arboretum Visitor Center.   
 
Tour A.   Curtis Prairie and Pond’s #1 and  #2  (3:00 pm and 4:15 pm)   
Curtis Prairie is the world’s oldest ecologically-restored prairie—an effort that returned a horse pasture 
to native vegetation while setting the stage for Restoration Ecology to emerge as both a science and a 
practice. The eastern third of the prairie had apparently been too wet to plow, but the western two-
thirds of the prairie were cultivated beginning in 1836, then allowed to go fallow from about 1920 – 27, 
and later used to pasture horses. In 1933, the University of Wisconsin bought the land for research 
and education (Blewett and Cottam 1984). From Arboretum Leaflet #16. 
 

Pond #1 is a storm water detention pond on the southern edge of Curtis Prairie 
Pond #2 is a recently reconstructed storm water detention pond in the SE corner of the Arboretum’s 
northern unit.    Stops at these two sites will illustrate the extent and nature of the storm water 
management problem that the Arboretum (and other urban restorations) face. 
 
Tour B. Wingra Overlook Prairie, Wingra Woods, and Gallistel Woods  (3:00 pm and 
4:15 pm) 
Wingra Overlook Prairie:  This is a 5-acre, mesic to dry-mesic prairie that is dominated by 
Indiangrass. It is located immediately north of McCaffrey Drive, and just west of Wingra Woods. This 
prairie has relatively few weedy plants, but is quite patchy because it was planted as experiemental 
plots.  
 

Wingra Woods:  Encompassing 52 acres, this large block of oak woods on a hill south of Lake 
Wingra has been under planted with sugar maple, basswood and beech -- trees that can grow in 
the shade of the oaks. It is gradually changing to a shady forest with sugar maple as the dominant 
species. Foresters planted northern species here, such as hemlock and yellow birch, so that the 
area would resemble the sugar maple forests of northern Wisconsin.  Be on the lookout for early 
spring wildflowers, especially skunk cabbage in wet areas. 
 

Gallistel Woods:  Just south of Wingra Woods, this 28-acre plot of oak woods on the southern slope 
of the hill will eventually be representative of the sugar maple forest of southern Wisconsin since it 
too was under planted with sugar maple, basswood, and beech.   Gallistel Woods has an 
abundance of early spring wildflowers, some of which might be showing in early April.   
 
Tour C.  Wisconsin Native Plant Garden (3:00 pm and 4:15 pm) 
This native plant garden is where citizens of all ages can participate in land stewardship and learn 
about native plants, restoration and ecological relationships.  Our garden represents native plant 
communities of Southern Wisconsin and provides a unique learning environment for classes, tours, 
volunteers and visitors.  
 
Tour D.  Grady Tract/Greene Prairie Walking Tour (3:00 pm only) 
This walking tour will only be offered once.  It is the longest hike covering approximately 3 miles and 
will last approximately 1 and half hours.  The 50-acre Greene Prairie restoration is considered by 
many to be the Arboretum’s finest restoration.  It lies along the southern boundary of the Arboretum in 
the Grady Tract.  Botanist and prairie expert Henry Greene planted it nearly single-handedly during 
the 1940s and 1950s.  The prairie wildflowers are especially showy against the background of shorter 
prairie grasses, including little bluestem and prairie dropseed.  Today, the prairie is threatened by 
storm water runoff from offsite and an invasion of reed canary grass.  The tour will focus on the history 
of the area, research agenda, management plans and constraints on restoration in an urban area.   
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Meeting Location 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum, 1207 Seminole Hwy Madison, WI 53711 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECOND MIDWEST-GREAT LAKES SER CHAPTER MEETING
April 9 to 10, 2010  University of Wisconsin-Madison Arboretum 

www.ser.org/content/SERMWGL.asp 

Photo Credit: Molly FiField Murray 
University of Wisconsin ReagentsPhoto Credit: Molly FiField Murray University of Wisconsin Regents 


