
Key-note Lectures   (alreay confirmed)

Rania Spyropoulou 
Project manager “Nature protection and biodiversity”, European Environmental 
Agency, Copenhagen

Provisional title: 
The 2007 conservation status of habitats and species of European interest: can 
restoration help?
 
In 2007, EU member States reported to the European Commission on the conser-
vation status of habitat types and species, protected by the Habitat Directive. For 
the first time a detailed picture of the status of Europe’s most endangered and 
precious habitats and species can be presented. Opportunities and constraints 
for nature conservation and restoration will be discussed.

Mr. Ladislav MIKO 
Director EU-DG Environment, Directorate B - Protecting the Natural 
Environment

Provisional title: 
Habitats restoration in the framework of the European conservation policy.

Sebastian Winkler  
IUCN, Head Countdown 2010 secretariat and Senior Advisor on European Policy

Provisional title: 
European Ecosystems at crossroads: From halting  biodiversity loss by 2010 to 
a renewed restoration agenda

Dr. Rudolf S. de Groot 
Environmental Systems Analysis group, Wageningen University, NL

Provisional title: 
Socio-economic benefits of ecosystem restoration and nature conservation: em-
pirical evidence that investing in nature pays

Nature provides many benefits to human society  but we are still reluctant to 
invest money in the conservation and restoration of ecosystems; this talk will 
give an overview of the socio-economic value of ecosystems and how to turn this 
value into real money



Prof. Storm Cunningham 
CEO Resolution Fund LLC Washington DC (USA), Founder Revitalization Institute 
Toronto, Visiting Professor Seneca College Toronto, Author ‘The Restoration 
Economy’ and ‘reWealth!’
 
provisional title: 
“Financing and policy trends that can dramatically increase long-term funding 
and public support for ecological restoration.”
 
Storm Cunningham’s new book, reWealth!, was published in May of this year by 
McGraw-Hill.  It documents newly-discovered (but well-proven) “universal” re-
newal rules, renewal processes, and renewal models, based on spectacularly suc-
cessful from ecological/cultural/economic regeneration projects and programs 
around the world. In this keynote, Storm will provide a brief overview of how he 
arrived at these insights, and will reveal the global trends in policy, finance, and 
practice that provide these tools with much of their power.

Prof. Dr. Paul Opdam 
Department of Land Use Planning & Alterra Landscape Center; Wageningen Uni-
versity Center, NL.

Provisional title: 
Planning ecological restoration across scales: challenges for the future.

Adapting the spatial structure of ecosystems for effects of climate change and 
fragmentation on biodiversity requires an approach on three levels of spatial 
scale: the local ecosystem site providing good habitat conditions for local popu-
lations, the regional network of interacting ecosystems (embedded in the wider 
landscape) providing conditions for metapopulations, and the (supra)national 
scale allowing metapopulations to respond spatially to temperature increase. 
Knowledge on ecological processes need to be implemented in a complex gover-
nance process encompassing local managers, regional stakeholders and national 
and international government bodies. Which implications do these challenges 
have for the type of knowledge that scientists work on?

Prof. Dr. Jozef Keulartz 
Wageningen University & Research Centre/Radboud University Nijmegen, NL 

Provisional title: 
Legitimacy for Ecological Restoration in a Multilevel Governance Context - Chanc-
es and Challenges.

The implementation of Natura 2000 has met up with considerable resistance from 
farmers, fishermen, foresters and other local residents in most EU member states. 
In response to the rural protest the majority of governments gradually abandoned 
their centralist, top-down approach and increasingly switched towards methods 
of participatory and interactive policy making. The state has not only lost power 
to Europe but also to local communities. Moreover, the locus of power has not 
only moved ‘upward’ and ‘downward’ from the state level, but also sideward, 
partly to the market and partly to civil society. So, actually we are confronted 
with a double shift in governance: a vertical shift from the national level to the 
European and the local level, and a horizontal shift from the state to the market 



and to civil society. These shifts in governance have led to a significant increase in 
levels of decision making (multi-level governance) and to a considerable growth 
of the number of private and public players (multi-actor governance). The mul-
tiplication of levels and places of policy making points to the need to find new 
modes of democratic legitimacy. How do the new procedures to attain and main-
tain popular acceptability and credibility for nature policy look like? And how 
do these procedures effect outcomes both in terms of the amount of hectares 
designated as nature area and of the type of nature to be realized?

Dr. Phil Putwain 
Honorary Senior Research Fellow / Ecological Restoration Consultant, School of 
Biological Sciences, University of Liverpool, UK.

provisional title: 
Ecological restoration in practice: how do we achieve sustainable outcomes?

For achieving sustainable outcomes with the practical implementation of ecolog-
ical restoration, various approaches will be analysed. Clearly the scientific com-
ponents of restoration methodology must be robust, based on sound ecological 
principles and be appropriate to the characteristics of the restored landscape, 
but also be sustainable. The cultural, social and economic aspects of ecological 
restoration are also crucial components of sustainable outcomes. Carbon budgets 
and evaluation of sustainability now may be as, or more important, than target 
based restoration. Sustainable ecological restoration will be defined and exam-
ined by reference to examples and case studies in which the outcomes have been 
successful or disastrous.

Prof. Dr. Jim Harris 
School of Applied Sciences, Cranfield University, UK.

provisional title: 
Ecological restoration and global climate change

There is an increasing consensus that global climate change occurs and that po-
tential changes in climate are likely to have important regional consequences 
for biota and ecosystems. Ecological restoration, including (re)afforestation and 
rehabilitation of degraded land, is included in the array of potential human re-
sponses to climate change. However, the implications of climate change for the 
broader practice of ecological restoration must be considered. In particular, the 
usefulness of historical ecosystem conditions as targets and references must be 
set against the likelihood that restoring these historic ecosystems is unlikely to 
be easy, or even possible, in the changed biophysical conditions of the future. We 
suggest that more consideration and debate needs to be directed at the implica-
tions of climate change for restoration practice.



Prof. Richard J. Hobbs 
School of Environmental Science, Murdoch University, Australia)

Provisional title: 
The European Natura 2000 policy: an example of good practice for the world ?
 
The European approach for the conservation and restoration of endangered habi-
tats and species is unique in the world. I discuss weaknesses and strengths of the 
Natura2000 policy and put them into a global perspective. Are there lessons for 
the rest of the world from the European experience?

Prof. Andrew S. Pullin †
School of the Environment and Natural Resources, Bangor University, UK

Provisional title: 
Are we doing more good than harm? Evaluating effectiveness of nature restora-
tion policy in Europe.

Numerous policy interventions now aim to halt and reverse the decline of biodi-
versity in Europe. There is a danger that implementation of such policies is re-
garded as an end in itself and that such well-meaning interventions are assumed 
to be doing more good than harm. There is an urgent need for transparent, criti-
cal and objective evaluation of the effectiveness so that we can build on success 
and learn lessons from failure. This talk will describe a practical structure for 
building an evidence-base to improve the effectiveness of nature restoration. 


